


NOT JUST FOOTBALL
70' ( 52' TV version available)
A documentary by Paolo Casalis
October 2018 - Produced by Produzioni Fuorifuoco - www.produzionifuorifuoco.it

Ask for full online screener to info@produzionifuorifuoco.it

Logline
To break the indifference on Darfur humanitarian crisis, an enterprising activist must create an 
all-refugee national football team and compete in a world football tournament.

Synopsis
In 2005, Gabriel Stauring, a young and enterprising activist from California, decides to 
travel to Africa - with a camera in hand - to do what he can to help the thousands of 
refugees from Darfur escaping from a cruel and dramatic civil war in Sudan.
Eight years later, Gabriel's enthusiasm, although still high, is challenged with 
disappointment: he has since created an NGO   and is still risking his life and facing 
outstanding obstacles, but the international community is no longer interested in his 
mission.
What can he do, to re-capture the world's attention?
In 2012, he creates Darfur United, a soccer team made of young Darfuri refugees living in 
the camps of Chad.
Through exclusive access to 500 hours of video footage taken directly by Gabriel Stauring 
and other characters in the flim, Not Just Football follows the journey of Darfur United 
players, from the dust of the refugee camps to the lights of a world football tournament, 
and along the complex path of going from being refugees to becoming citizens.
Not Just Football. 
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Film summary

In 2005 Gabriel Stauring, a 39 years old Californian activist, founder of NGO I-ACT 
(www.iativism.org), moved to Africa for the first time, to give his help to more than 280.000 
refugees from Darfur who had settled in the refugee camps of Chad. 
This unheard-of humanitarian crisis still continues today, almost 15 years after, though it 
has never been front-page news nor does it now, as the new Syrian and Rohingyian crisis 
are covering all media. Gabriel, whose way of helping is filming and collecting stories, and 
spreading the voices of the refugees outside Africa, soon realizes the world is not 
interested in hearing his stories of war, poverty and hunger.
To raise attention, he has to search for something different and new.
In a land of war and massacres, he has to tell a unique, positive story, and to share it with 
the world. What does everybody like? Football, soccer, that was his instant answer.
In 2011, to raise attention on Darfur crisis, Gabriel creates “Darfur United”, a football team 
made up of refugees from the 12 different camps of Chad, and his project becomes more 
precise: using football to close the gap between the refugees and the rest of the world, to 
raise people's attention and show them the hard situation and life conditions in the camps.
Was it a cinic decision? For sure, it worked.
Since then, Gabriel has followed the team with his camera, from the team's selection to 
the very first trainings in the extremely hot and dusty terrain of the refugee camps, to a 
world football tournament hosted in Kurdistan  
Moubark and Ismail played respectively as midfielder and goalkeeper in the team who 
competed in Kurdistan, losing all matches by 10-0 or 20-0, but scoring the first, hitorical 
goal in Darfur history.  In 2014, during an international competition in Sweden, they escape
and ask for asylum. Their stories are quite the opposite. On soccer fields, Ismail was 
always positive and smiling, while Moubark injured his knee and didn't play any match. 
Today, Moubark speaks fluent english and swedish, works in  the staff of Ostersund's 
football team and is well inserted in swedish society. Ismail, on the contrary, stills feels like 
a refugee in a foreign country, and sometimes dreams of coming back to the refugees 
camp. "Not Just Football" is a film telling almost 15 years of story of his characters, from 
2004 up to 2018.

http://www.iativism.or/


Artistic Approach / Director's Statement

In the latest years we've all seen dozens of documentaries about refugees and refugee 
crisis. Me too, I tought everything had already been said on this argument, so when  I 
started working at the project  - in early 2016 - I was attracted by its power and narrative 
potential but, for these reasons, I abandoned it for some months.
But suddenly I found the key to tell this story, and it appeared to me as something unique, 
for two different reasons.
The first was the long and complex trajectory of the story, a narrative arc that covers 
almost 15 years and (quite a unique case!) is all well documented and filmed by his own 
characters. We had the exlusive to use more than 500 hours of video footage!
The second was the original, provocative approach used by Gabriel Stauring. 
"Ok, refugee stories are sad, and people don't like sad stories, let's give them something 
different, something they can like". And he creates a football team made of refugees.
At a first view, there could be something cinic and even wrong in all this thought, in this 
approach. But only at a first glance.
Gabriel doesn't want to hide the refugees behind the smiling faces of a football team.
If he's cinic, it's not towards the refugees, but towards football. He uses football to let 
people talk of the refugees, to let people view and know something they would never have 
explored and faced in their life: the inner life of a refugee camp, hunger, poverty, death.
The film starts from this points, and keeps them as focal points for its structure and 
narrative development.

I think it's important to have a documentary like this NOW because Gabriel and the guys of
Darfur United have already walked a long path that will be faced in the next years by all 
the thousands of refugees that just came or are still coming to Euope, to the US, to Asia.
In other words, due to the long narrative arc, this film gives an occasion to "watch the 
future", to face the potential, the problems and the difficulties that we (as host countries) 
and the refugees will find in the years yet to come.

In large part, Not Just Football is a "found-footage" documentary, collecting images filmed 
by someone else in another part of the world. 
As a filmmaker, I've found this unusual approach as the best way to create something 
intimate, something real. I could not ask to my characters "Do this, tell me that", I could 
just "create" the movie using images made by the film's characters, with their feelings, 
sensibility, emotion, so this "found-footage" gives a great power and richness to the whole 
story.
Of course, the documentary could not be finished without answering a question. 
Where are these refugees now? Where and how do they live, what happened to them?
So, we've moved to Sweden to film two Darfur United players, Moubark and Ismail, who 
are (together with Gabriel and Mark, the coach) the film's main characters. 
Their stories are still open, even today, 15 years after the first time Gabriel moved to 
Africa. 
15 years of filming are not enough to close the personal stories of the film's characters, 
maybe because reality is an ongoing and never-ending process, and people (Gabriel, 
Mubark, Ismail...) will just continue evolving and slightly moving, like the continental drift.



Main Characters

Gabriel Stauring, founder of Darfur United
Gabriel is the Founder and Executive Director at i-ACT,  a California based non-profit.
In addition to visiting the refugee camps on the Chad-Darfur more than 20 times, Gabriel 
has spearheaded campaigns such as the 100-Day Fast for Darfur, Darfur Freedom 
Summer Vigils, Camp Darfur, Darfur Fast for Life, and innovative programs like Darfur 
United and Little Ripples.
In 2012 Gabriel founded Darfur United football team. Not just a football team formed to 
take part in an international competition, but much more. A team that represents an entire 
people, and a way to raise attention on Darfuri people, using a simple and attractive 
language: football. 
After more than 10 years, he considers the people of Darfur no longer as someone to help,
but as his closest friends.

Moubark Abdallah
Moubark is part of Darfur United team since its formation. He is a talentuous soccer player,
but his life has been full of sport accidents. In 2014, during the 1st match against Padania, 
he had a serious injury. 
Days after, only 10 team players remained available, since many of them had escaped 
from the tournament to ask for asylum in Sweden. Moubark was still injured, but he 
succeeded in playing, thus becoming Gabriel’s personal hero.
Today Moubark lives in Ostersund, Swden, where he decided to stay after the match. He is
studying enlish, he is a young, brilliant guy who has just received a 2-years valid visa and 
is trying to insert himself into swedesh society: he is working for OFK (Ostersund Football 
Club) and every month he sends some money to his family living in the refugee camps of 
Chad..

Ismail Gamaradeen
Ismail is Darfur United’s goalkeeper. More than a decade ago his mother was walking in 
the market when their village was attacked by militia. Her husband was shot and as he lay 
wounded, he told her to gather their seven children and escape. 
Ismail’s mother walked with her children for 20 days across the desert, with no food or 
water in a bid to reach the border of neighbouring Chad. For almost 11 years, Ismail and 
his family have lived in a tented refugee camp in eastern Chad. 
In 2014 he went with Darfur United to Sweden for their 2nd international tournament.
On that occasion, one night he run away, and decided to ask for asylum, first in Norway, 
than in Sweden. Now he lives in Ostersund, Sweden. 



Topic Summary

DARFUR CRISIS
In early 2003, two primarily Muslim non-Arab Darfuri rebel groups launched a rebellion 
against the government of Sudan.
The government responded to the rebellion by enlisting the help of some of the nomadic 
Arab tribes in Darfur, promising them land in exchange for their military allegiance. These 
groups formed militias known as the Janjaweed, and, with the support of the government, 
began wreaking havoc throughout Darfur. 
Since the conflict began over ten years ago, approximately 300,000 people have lost their 
lives and an additional 4 million have been displaced from their homes.
Today, there are approximately 300,000 Darfuri refugees living in thirteen camps in 
Eastern Chad.
Sports programs, physical activity, and psychosocial support for children are all considered
“non essential” by the United Nations.

i-ACT
i-ACT is a registered 501(c)3 tax-exempt organization based in Redondo Beach, CA
The i-ACT team visits refugee camps in Eastern Chad and provides daily video 
webcasting, interactive blogging, pictures, and continuous social media communication. 
Videos, photographs and testimonies from i-ACT are compiled and utilized to create multi-
media presentations that build relationships between the survivors of Darfur and those 
who can act on their behalf.
Since 2005, i-ACT has visited the Darfuri refugee camps on the Chad-Sudan border more 
than 20 times.
i-ACT has created an all-refugee soccer team and youth academy made up of Darfuri 
refugees living in camps in Eastern Chad.



PAOLO CASALIS 

Paolo Casalis is an Italian film director born in 1976.
He's the founder of production house Produzioni Fuorifuoco.
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PRODUZIONI FUORIFUOCO

Produzioni Fuorifuoco is a video production and distribution company based in Bra (Italy) that 
produces works for the cinema, feature films and short films of fiction and documentary films.
Produzioni Fuorifuoco produces and distributes feature films related to social and 
environmental issues: among them, the documentary film Barolo Boys. The story of a 
Revolution, by Paolo Casalis and Tiziano Gaia has been awarded with the DOC Wine Travel 
Food Award 2014 as the best documentary of the year on the themes of Food & Wine.
The documentary Langhe Doc. Stories of heretics in the Italy of warehouses, by Paolo Casalis,
has been selected at the David di Donatello prize as best Italian documentary in 2011.

Filmography

Barolo Boys. The Story of a Revolution, 2014
doc, a film by Paolo Casalis & Tiziano Gaia
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Vento. L’Italia in bicicletta lungo il fiume Po - www.filmvento.wordpress.com
L’Ultimo Chilometro - http://www.produzionifuorifuoco.it/thelastkilometer.com/
Langhe Doc - http://www.produzionifuorifuoco.it/langhedoc.it/

http://www.produzionifuorifuoco.it/langhedoc.it/
http://www.produzionifuorifuoco.it/thelastkilometer.com/
http://www.filmvento.wordpress.com/
http://www.baroloboysthemovie.com/


Contacts

Produzioni Fuorifuoco
Strada Montelupa 6C
12042 Bra, CN (Italy)

http://www.produzionifuorifuoco.it/
info@produzionifuorifuoco.it

http://www.produzionifuorifuoco.it/

	 

